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Despite contract, mayor can serve 'fairly'
By ART MARROQUIN
2013-11-21 10:25:03

ANAHEIM – Mayor Tom Tait said he believes he can vote “fairly” when he
joins the Orange County Transportation Authority’s board in January,
even though his company holds a $330,144 contract with the agency.

Tait will take over a seat held the past year by Anaheim Councilwoman
Gail Eastman, who said that she was ousted as political payback for
opposing the mayor on several key issues affecting Orange County’s
largest city.

“If I didn’t feel I could serve fairly, I wouldn’t do it,” Tait said of his
upcoming two-year term on the OCTA board.

“I want to make sure the taxpayers’ money is spent wisely,” Tait said. “I also want to reduce commute times
on our roads and freeways and increase mobility for those who don’t drive.”

Tait Environmental Services was awarded a $330,144 contract by the OCTA board in June 2012 to provide
repairs, upgrades, tests and certification services to underground storage tanks, said OCTA spokesman Joel
Zlotnik. Tait is the company’s CEO.

So far, the OCTA has paid $127,483 on the contract, set to expire in June 2015.

“It’s not a large contract,” Tait said. “I plan to abstain on anything involving Tait and Associates” while serving
on the OCTA board.

Tait currently abstains on any OCTA-related issue that goes before the Anaheim City Council, saying that he
is avoiding a conflict-of-interest based on advice from the city attorney.

The OCTA does not have a policy that would prevent Tait from serving on the board while simultaneously
having a contract with the agency, Zlotnik said. However, Tait will not be able to get any new business from
the OCTA as long as he’s serving on the board.

Tait was elected last week to a population-weighted seat in the OCTA’s fourth district, where Anaheim holds
48 percent of the voting power. Fullerton Mayor Bruce Whitaker nominated Tait, who was also supported by
city representatives from Brea and La Habra. Eastman was supported by representatives from Placentia and
Buena Park.

Tait briefly served on the OCTA board in 2011, but said he stepped down to focus on helping to restructure the
city’s deficit. Whitaker said he nominated Tait because the Anaheim mayor had “expressed an interest” in
serving on the board again.

“His contract with OCTA was an issue that was stated, but he seemed quite confident that it wouldn’t be an
impediment,” Whitaker said. “I understand they’re having difficult times on the Anaheim City Council, but I see
Tom as a stabilizing influence, and I feel confident that he will do a good job representing all of our interests,
not just Anaheim’s.”

Eastman said she believes she was not re-elected to the OCTA board because of “personal and
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philosophical” differences with Tait. Eastman, appointed last year to the 17-member regional transportation
panel, said she built relationships with neighboring cities and voted for several important transit projects that
affect commuters in north Orange County.

Eastman supports a proposed 3.2-mile streetcar route that would primarily run along Katella Avenue in
Anaheim and link the under-construction Anaheim Regional Transportation Intermodal Center and the
Convention Center, Disney’s two local theme parks and nearby hotels.

Tait has raised concerns about the project’s $319 million price tag and the subsequent costs to keep the
streetcar operating. The project is undergoing an environmental review and is still under consideration by the
OCTA.

Tait is often on the losing side of votes cast by Eastman and the three other City Council members. Most
recently, the council majority stripped Tait of the ability to place items onto City Council meeting agendas
whenever he wants – one of the few powers he wielded as mayor.

“I have no doubt that this is personal and philosophical, because Tom and I do not agree on a lot of things,”
Eastman said. “I try to keep the two things separate, but he is obviously unable to do that.”

Tait, seeking a second term as mayor, denied Eastman’s assertion.

“When the term is up, that’s it,” Tait said. “There’s no guarantee that you’ll get it again, implicit or otherwise.”

© Copyright 2013 Freedom Communications. All Rights Reserved. 

Privacy Policy | User Agreement | Site Map

http://www.freedom.com/privacy.html
http://www.freedom.com/eula.html
http://www.ocregister.com/sections/sitemap/

